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January 14, 2007
Agencies Collaborate to Provide Free Job Interview Outfits to Individuals in Need
Additional Store Locations and Expanded Hours Will 
Serve More Clients in Central Ohio Area
Columbus, Ohio – New Directions Career Center and Goodwill Columbus today announced a collaborative agreement to provide free job interview outfits and work clothing to individuals in need in the central Ohio area.  Through this collaboration, the Clothing Closet operation, currently operated by the New Directions Career Center, will be transferred to Goodwill Columbus for ongoing, expanded operations to the community.  Goodwill Columbus will open a new Career Closet within its existing store at 2100 Morse Road, on February 7, 2008.  The New Directions Clothing Closet, located at 199 East Rich Street, will permanently close on Wednesday, January 23rd.  Clients in need of career clothing will be referred to Goodwill Columbus.  New Directions Career Center will continue to provide licensed career counseling and educational programs to women in work transition.
The Goodwill Columbus Career Closet will be open seven days per week; an expansion of hours from the current New Directions Clothing Closet service hours.  Goodwill also intends to open additional Clothing Closets at their other store locations in the future, providing even more convenience to clients served. The Goodwill Career Closet will accept referrals of clients from more than 300 area social services agencies that currently refer clients to the New Directions Clothing Closet for free clothing appropriate for work interviews and new jobs. In addition to free clothing, Clothing Closet clients and the general public will continue to be able to shop for work clothing at reasonable prices at the Goodwill Columbus Career Closet.  
“New Direction’s licensed career counselors improve lives and help women achieve economic self sufficiency.  It’s what we do best.  Goodwill Columbus has expertise in clothing retail.  This collaboration is a winning arrangement for all…for New Directions Career Center, Goodwill Columbus, and most importantly, those we serve,” said Ellen P. Barney, Executive Director of the New Directions Career Center.
New Directions has benefited from the support of thousands of individuals, businesses, churches and other organizations who have donated clothing or sponsored clothing drives over the past 10 years.  Clothing donors are being asked to make their donations of new or gently used work appropriate suits and outfits to Goodwill Columbus Career Closet at any of their stores or attended donation centers beginning February 7th.

“Goodwill Columbus is honored to be able to carry on and expand the successful work of the New Directions Clothing Closet.  The addition of the Career Closet to our existing stores is a natural extension of our current services and retail offerings and will allow us to serve even more women in the greater Columbus community, said Margie Pizzuti, President and CEO of Goodwill Columbus.
Goodwill Columbus will initially open the Career Closet at the Morse Road location, with plans to add a Career Closet to other locations in the future.  The Goodwill Columbus Career Closet will provide free clothing for job interviews and new jobs to women who are referred by area social service agencies.  Goodwill intends to expand these services to men in the future. New Directions has historically served only women.  

New Directions Career Center and Goodwill Columbus are both United Way member agencies.  Janet E. Jackson, President and CEO of the United Way of Central Ohio said, “This agreement is an excellent example of how agencies can collaborate to make the most of limited resources and better serve our community.  I applaud New Directions Career Center and Goodwill Columbus for this achievement.”

The New Directions Career Center assists individuals, particularly women in transition, to attain and maintain economic self sufficiency.  Since 1980, the New Directions Career Center has provided quality employment programs, services and individualized counseling conducted by licensed Career Counselors to women facing extreme personal and environmental barriers to employment…regardless of their ability to pay for such services.  Programs and counseling focus on getting to the root of issues that hold women back and to break down barriers to employment. (www.newdirectionscc.org)
Goodwill Columbus has been serving the Central Ohio community since 1939, building independence, quality of life and work opportunities for individuals with disabilities and other barriers. Goodwill Columbus is the 6th largest social service organization in central Ohio. Each year Goodwill Columbus provides 1.2 million hours of service to nearly 2,000 people with disabilities and other barriers through training, job placement programs, and work programs for individuals with mental retardation and developmental disabilities and service programs (www.goodwillcolumbus.org)
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